360    LETTERS AND GENERAL ORDERS RELATING TO

Colonel Read. The ultimate allotment of this
tract is a point for future consideration.

"The Sirdars, on whose ready acquiescence
and submission the Company and the Nizam
most depend for an early and easy possession of
the forts and countries which have been men-
tioned,, must be plainly informed that the measure
of favour and protection to be extended to them
will be regulated by the alacrity and sincerity with
which they shall exert themselves to satisfy the
allies on this occasion.

"With regard to Bednore,, and other parts of
the late Tippoo Sultaun's possessions bordering
on the Mahrattah frontier, I wish those countries
to remain unoccupied for the present, until I shall
have determined what portion of territory shall
be assigned to the Peishwah. Accordingly, no
orders for the delivery of any forts., cr the cession
of any districts to the Mahrattahs,, must be issued
by the Sirdars in authority without my specific
requisition; and they must be apprized that I
shall hold them responsible for the conduct of
their respective managers and subordinate officers
in the countries in question. All the French you
may be able to secure (and you will make the
most diligent inquiry after persons of that nation,)
must be sent to the Presidency by the most favour-
able opportunity.

cf I wish you to send a detachment of your army
to meet me at Ryakottah, whenever you deem it